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"You didn't? Who handled it for you?"
"My young friend, Takekoshi."
"Why didn't you let a clever go-between do it for you? Inouye,
for instance. You should have asked for his help; he's dying to do
something for somebody."
"I didn't want to make money on it. Even Takekoshi was surprised
when I made the evaluation by the Hypothec Bank of Nippon the
basis for the transaction."
"My, that kind of bank usually figures very conservatively. Their
estimate would give you a third of its market price at best—"
"That's all I got and I'm satisfied."
"I don't know what to say, you are an extremely queer person
when it comes to material things. No matter how long you are in
power, when you retire from active political life, I bet you will not
have a penny to your name. Ah—" The Genro shook his head.
"Huh, anyway, I don't want to get mixed up with big business
people like Ikeda or any other financiers."
Ito presented his sake cup to Saionji and said: "Where do you spend
your time besides at your Surugadai home?"
"Huh, here and there, at hot springs and Kyoto, and also at Kozu
where Yamagata and Katsura have their summer homes."
"I suppose you don't stay any place any more than a few years?"
Saionji snickered. "You may be right. On the way home from
Kyoto last time, I stopped over at Okitsu. I was fascinated by its sur-
roundings. Okitsu is a small fishing village."
Ito pulled up the lacquer tray of visiting-cards left by his servant
and looked them over. "H'm, so many fellows came to pay me their
respects." He smiled contentedly. "Oh, Saionji-san, here is Katsura's
card. H'm, he wrote something on the back; he says he'll be at the
Gunkaku-ro waiting for me and you. He has some very urgent prob-
lems to discuss with us."
"Huh, he will probably suggest another compromise with the
Seiyukai Party. Ever since he succeeded me, since we had the majority
in the Lower House, he has always modified his policies to suit us.
Otherwise he would have been blocked in the Lower House."
Ito's face saddened. "That reminds me, Saionji-san, that besides
Katsura, we don't have prospective successors to the Premiership from
Satsuma and Choshu Provinces to continue our policies. Well, there
are Admiral Yamamoto Gombei of Satsuma, the Minister of the Navy
from 1898 to 1906 under three Cabinets, and General Teraiachi Masaki

